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I. Introduction
A. The picture of Dorian Gray
1. Graphic novel
2. Literary novel
3. Preface
B. By examining both novels, it is clear enough that they can easily be compared and contrasted
I. Similarities
A. Characters
B. Plot
C. Theme
D. Setting
E. Resolution
II. Differences
A. Dialogue
B. Scenes
III. Left out
A. Chapters
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IV. Conclusion



     The picture of Dorian gray is a novel that taught me a lot about being selfish, vain, and greedy. Since there are two different types of books, each teaches you something different. The literary and the graphic novel maintain the same story in different views and angles. The literary novel explains every chapter in full details. Whereas the graphic novel only shows the important parts and aspects of the story that we need to know. As well as the graphic novel is basically the main point of the writers view. They both leave different opinions and ideas in our minds. “The only excuse for making a useless thing is that one admires it intensely” – Oscar Wilde. This quote was taken from the preface of the literary novel. It means that Basil was the one who drew the painting perfectly, and because of that Dorian loved himself so much that it became useless in the later on chapters. The whole story mainly proves that Dorian Gray became self-centered and egotistic because of his dream come true. His wish was to stay young and beautiful forever. This ruined Dorian’s life upside down. By examining both novels, it is clear enough that they can easily be compared and contrasted.
This story is about a man in his early 20’s who loves himself very much. His name is Dorian Gray. Dorian’s wish as stated earlier, is to stay young and beautiful for life. For that to happen, his soul was trapped in the painting Basil drew for him. This portrait meant everything to Dorian. The consequences and outcome of such an event destroyed Dorian, his life, his soul and everything that has to do with him. The agreement was that Dorian would stay young but his painting would gray as days pass. After years have passed, Dorian truly remained young and beautiful and he did not age at all. “… How said it is… That I shall grow old and horrible and dreadful, while it will never be older than this June day… If it were only the other way! If it was I who was to be forever young and the picture that was to grow old!” (GN- page 15)

Characters, and their plots play an important role in every story. As for The picture of Dorian gray, each character has a different part and influence on Dorian’s life. Dorian was not a person with a strong personality. This weakened his title role through out the novel. The first person who shows up in this story is Basil. Basil plays as an antagonist and a protagonist at times. Basil was the person who basically ruined Dorian’s life with the painting he drew. Even though he did that, he was the most caring and loving towards Dorian. He cared for him and advised him whenever he sees anything wrong or mistaken. Basil heard a lot of rumors about Dorian in London, and tried to help him get out those troubles. This is the protagonist part Basil played. By drawing the painting, he was the antagonist. At the end of the story Dorian killed Basil because he knew too much. No one was supposed to know much about the painting after it has got ruined and looked old. What Dorian did not know was that Basil was the one who brought out the real passion and emotion out of him. The second most important character that attracted my attention is Sybil. Sybil Vane was a wonderful actor, that her acting grabbed Dorian’s devotion and care. Sybil truly loved Dorian and wanted to marry her. “My dear boy, no woman is a genius. Women are decorative sex. They never have anything to say but say it charmingly” (GN- page 25). But Dorian at the end realized that he only loved the way she acted and not her. This also led Sybil to committing suicide. Dorian easily got over the fact that she is dead. After this event, the portrait started changing and growing very old quickly which then ruined Dorian’s life to the worst thing that has ever happened to him. The last and third main character is Lord Henry. Lord Henry was a rich man who fell in love with Dorian after seeing the painting Basil drew. He was the one who opposed to Dorian’s idea of getting married to Sybil Vane. After Basil realized the control Lord Henry is trying to have over Dorian’s life, he tried to awaken Dorian before Lord Henry could do that. But yet Dorian does not listen to Basil and still gets more attached to Lord Henry. He was also the reason that Dorian gained his poise and self-assurance back.
This story took place in London, in the mid 20th century. In those times no one cared about how people were deep inside. All they cared about was dancing, partying and if they were rich or not. It was all about money, reputation, youth and being beautiful. This is the main reason why Dorian wanted to stay young and beautiful forever. Themes in those books are mostly about youth, being beautiful, loving yourself and being rich. Those themes were the same in the both books. Every one envied and got jealous of Dorian’s beautiful face and him being young over years and years. Dorian maintains and has everything a woman would ever wish for in a man. At the end of the day, Dorian charmed everyone. 
Exactly like the two novels had a lot of similarities, they also had a few differences. The dialogues and scenes were less detailed in one the books, and vise versa. Many scenes were altered in the graphic novel to make the story even more interesting. Those differences make the two books leave different impressions in every readers mind. Even though it is good to have some differences in two books, but not to the extent or level to move the scenes and dialogues to another chapters. Also some chapters were removed from the graphic novel. As stated earlier as well that the graphic novel only shows the important aspects of the story. Chapters six, nine, 11 and 17 were removed so that it wont bore the reader and they wont lose attention and the interest to continue reading. Moreover, some characters in the novel embody symbols. James Vane for example, Sybil’s brother symbolizes Dorian’s conscience, he’s following Dorian everywhere. As James Vane died in the accident, it symbolizes Dorian’s conscience dying as well. Dorian then felt that he is free and no one will figure out the reason behind Sybil’s death. At the beginning of the story Dorian was always wearing white that shows his innocence and youth. Furthermore, innocence is one of the main symbols in the novel. But as the story continues, Dorian’s outfit changes as his behavior changes. He starts wearing black that symbolizes his evil dark soul. Another theme is that the society is very superficial. They care a lot about youth and wealth. “To reveal art and conceal the artist is art’s aim”(Ln-preface). Purpose of art is another theme in this story. This is when an artist proves his point and reveals his work to another people. Also when people figure out that this person’s work makes him a real artist. Another theme is negative influence. This flowed in the story through out the chapters. Dorian had a very weak personality that made other people try to control him. Dorian stated, “Yes, Harry, I believe that’s true. You do have a curious influence over me”. (GN-page30). 
This novel was very interesting and taught me personally a lot of things about life generally. Even though the graphic book seemed more interesting to me, they both were well written. The graphic book contains pictures, which makes it easier too understand the story. As well as it is shorter so it would make it sometimes confusing to understand the whole details because a lot of chapters and scenes are cut out. The differences are not very major, but they do make a difference. At the end of the book, Dorian’s sin and wickedness resulted in a negative way that was not expected. Dorian at the end blamed everyone for all the bad things that happened. He never bared the consequences and did not want to admit that he is the bad soul. When Dorian spoke to his portrait and started letting out all the bad deeds from inside, he was very angry. Dorian is a great person deep down but people who have black souls, it will come back haunting them. Moreover, he decided to kill the portrait. This symbolizes Dorian’s death, it is basically that he killed his own self for all the bad sins he committed. The picture of Dorian Gray is one of the best books we ever read in any of the English classes I ever learnt in my life. 




















Work cited page
Wilde, Oscar. The Picture of Dorian Gray. New York: Dell Pub., 1968. Print.
Culbard, Ian, Ian Edginton, and Oscar Wilde. Oscar Wilde's The Picture of Dorian Gray: A 
Graphic Novel. New York: Sterling Pub., 2008. Print
[bookmark: _GoBack]
	





